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kids look during a National School Assembly. 3. Ryck Astle
proudly wears the Brave football helmet.

1. From the eastern mountains, ‘Our Town's' beauty is
enhanced by a blanket of snow. 2. This is how ‘Our Town's’
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eographically, ‘Our Town’

E lies in western Wyoming ad-

jacent to the Idaho border

and between two mountain ranges in

the heart of the Rockies. It includes

Smoot, Osmond, Fairview, Afton,

Auburn, Grover, Bedford, Thayne,

Freedom, Etna, and Alpine, com-
monly known as Star Valley.

Afton is the largest city and hub
around which activities and com-
merce revolve. The other communi-
ties are small farming areas, except
Alpine which is a haven for hunters
and fishermen.

Afton boasts the world’s largest elk-
horn arch, built in 1957. It spans
Washington Street and has over
3,500 individual horns which were
picked up on the elk feeding grounds
at Alpine and Jackson.

QOur Town has another scenic won-
der, a cold water intermittent spring
which flows from its orfice in solid
rock for about 18 minutes, then com-
pletely ceases to flow for a like peri-
od. It provides Afton’s municipal wa-
ter supply.

US Highway 89 traverses the area
through the Grand Canyon of the
Snake River on its way to Grand Te-
ton and Yellowstone National Parks.
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1. Our Town stretches from Alpine to Smoot.
2. Winter snows always make beautiful sce-
nery in Star Valley. 3. Elk lodge at the feed-
ing grounds in Alpine during the winter
months. 4. Brave Cadets and Band members
march during Homecoming at the foot of Star
Hill. 5. One of the famous places up Swift
Creek in Star Valley is Balance Rock.
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1. Our Town shows its rural aspect, as a
mother pig proudly displays her fine litter. 2
Alison Wilkes spends time after SChOOi
working at the Star Valley Drug Store. 3. Dairy
Day gives livestock owners a chance to show
off their fine animals. 4. Atlantic Richfield’s
towering drilling rig in Greys River brings
L many economic changes.

conomically, folks in

‘Our Town’ depend upon
dairying as a major source

of income. Other farming efforts

are raising crops of barley, oats,
and alfalfa.

The many neat dairy farms, along
with the 12 types of famous
cheese manufactured at Brog’s
Original Cheese, Inc., at Afton,
have helped earn the valley its
nickname — ‘Switzerland in the
Rockies.’

Lumbering has become a major in-
dustry in ‘Our Town.’ Star Studs
Co., one of the largest stud mills in
the nation, is located on Afton’s
outskirts. There are numerous
smaller sawmills in the area also,
with five national forests in the vi-
cinity.

Oil drilling rigs from several major
oil companies have brought many
new families and workers. Heli-
copters have been used vyear
around to transport supplies to the
rigs. All this activity has greatly
influenced our economy.

Other small businesses adding
their bit are Aerotek, Inc., manu-
facturers of the famous Pitts aero-
batic airplanes, and Powderhorn
Mountaineering, makers of down
jackets and other winter clothing.
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ulturally, folks in ‘Our

Town’ are somewhat de-

prived due to our geogra-

phical location and small popula-

tion. We seldom get to enjoy pro-

fessional musicals, dramas, lec-

tures, art shows, or dance groups
unless we travel.

To compensate, some talented
townspeople have formed cultural
groups. The Star Valley Art Guild
invites guest artists from Jackson
and Idaho Falls to share their tal-
ents.

Music lovers have formed the Star
Valley Choral Society which annu-
ally presents ‘Messiah.’

As for travel, last summer some
students joined a Hawaiian tour.
Others travel with their parents.

We have only one motion picture
theater, located in Afton. Disco
dancing became popular in 78,
some time behind the larger cities.

We have a County Branch Library
and a small dance studio. In addi-

tion, the schools offer cultural
fraining.

Politically, we are considered a
Republican area, but voters often
support Democratic candidates
whom they know well.

1. Students gain culture through orchestra led by
Scott Schwab. 2. Star Valley Choral Society per-
forms ‘Messiah' Dec. 9, in the high school auditorium to
bring culture to ‘Our Town’. 3. Kathy Keysaw, Pen-
ny Brown, Jerry Spackman, Machelle Harmon, Suzan
Campbell, Lynn Bailey, and Connie Call stand in front
of a Hawaiian grass shack while on their trip to Hawaii.
4. Mary Ward gracefully poses in her ballet leotard.
5. Senator John Turner informs students on Wyo-
ming law. 6. (back row) Robert Graham, Raymond
Sorenson, Jerry Hansen; (middle row) Jed Miller, Lisa
Tippetts, Amanda Lainhart, Marilyn Bateman, Eric Hill-
stead: (bottom row) Claudia Bateman, and Laurie Miller
display their unique T-shirts. 7. Lisa Stadtmueller,
Kami Robinson, Lori Stadtmueller, and Kelly John-
son register to vote in their first official election.
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eligiously, many changes
have taken place in ‘Our
Town’ during the past sev-
eral years. Although the Mormons
(Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints) still hold about 90%
of the population, other denomi-
nations are represented.

A Baptist Church now stands on
Second Avenue. Numerous activi-
ties take place there each week.
Jehovah Witnesses have a meeting
place in Osmond, and the Valley
Bible Church meets at Thayne.

Catholics built a church north of
Afton during 1977 It was dedi-
cated Nov. 22, with Mass followed
by a dinner. An open house was
attended by many out-of-town visi-

tors as well as residents of ‘Our
Town.’

Mormons witnessed an important
milestone of Church growth in this
area when the former Star Valley
Stake was divided. The new
Thayne and Afton stakes have
about 2500 members each. The
parent stake wag organized in

1892 and was the first LDS stake
in Wyoming.
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1. The Baptist Church holds youth rallies
for their young people. 2. Jon Allsup and
Ann Nelson decorate the LDS Seminary
Christmas tree. 3. New presidency for the
Thayne Wyoming Stake is Morris Heiner,
counselor, Marlow C. Bateman, president,
Jesse Hurd, counselor. 4. Bishop Marlow
Bateman uses a shovel at the ground
breaking ceremony of the Etna Ward LDS
Church. 5. A large percentage of the
people in ‘Our Town' belong to the "Mormon'’
church. 6. The first Catholic Church in
‘Our Town' is located in Afton. 7. Steven
Erickson, counselor, Larry Call, president,
Layle Nield, counselor, will lead the Afton

Wyoming Stake.
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ducationally, young peo-
E ple in ‘Our Town’ have
many opportunities.

Three elementary schools, a junior
high and a senior high are staffed
with well-qualified personnel. This
vear 1692 students enrolled, and
busses transported 75%. The high
school offers foreign language, ac-
celerated and regular English, vo-
cational shop and agriculture, mu-
sic programs, business, speech,
journalism, a five-year math, sci-
ence, physical education, home-
making, social studies, and many
extra-curricular activities.

It belongs to North Central High
Schools and is currently being
evaluated by their committee. Six-

ty-four per cent of the graduates
attend college.

1. New lockers add color to the school. 2. Jon
Allsup receives kisses from Susan Campbell and
Alison Wilkes. 3. Afton Elementary second
graders launch 100 helium-filled balloons with post-
cards attached. They hope to obtain replies. 4.
Many students are transported to school by bus.
5. Education is not all work as Todd Lewis finds
when Patti Magee and Susy Strebel kiss him on
Homecoming Week's Smack 'em and Hat Day. 6.
Kenny Heap and Vearl Peterson drill holes to
improve football bleachers. 7. Latest winter fash-
ions give warmth to Lisa Stadtmueller, Shauna
Worton, and Lori Stadtmueller as they walk to the
school.
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